GROUP FIELD TRIPS

Tuesday & Wednesday, August 11 &12

Sign up sheets for transportation will be available at the registration desk. Everyone is welcome to attend the scheduled tours and talks, but most will need to provide their own transportation. Please plan to carpool! Make sure you request a sack lunch to take with you!

Bus/van leaves University Forest at 10:00 am and will return by 4:00 pm.
Big Spring

National Park Service, Ozark National Scenic Riverways

http://www.nps.gov/ozar/index.htm
From University Forest: Take KK Hwy east, T Hwy south, 60 west to Van Buren, 103 south, follow signs to Big Spring Pavilion. Approx. 58 miles, 1 hour.

11:00-12:00
An interpretive guide will take you thru the history of Big Spring, including the CCC, and show you a depression-era farm. Hike to Big Spring, the largest spring in the state, and observe karst topography.

Alley Mill and Spring
(Tuesday only!)
National Park Service, Ozark National Scenic Riverways

http://www.nps.gov/ozar/index.htm
From University Forest: Take KK Hwy east, T Hwy south, 60 west to Winona, 19 north to Eminence, 106 west for 6 miles, follow signs to Mill. Approx. 93 miles, 1hour 40 min. 

12:45-2:15
Take a guided tour of an historic mill, hike around the spring, and visit Storeys Creek one-room schoolhouse. The Alley Old Store Visitor Center has exhibits recalling the furnishings of a late 19th century Ozarks country store. Free literature, park info, and sales area. 

Twin Pines Conservation Education Center
(Wednesday only!)
Missouri Department of Conservation

http://mdc.mo.gov/areas/areas/twinpines/
From University Forest: Take KK Hwy east, T Hwy south, 60 west to Winona. Twin Pines CEC on south side of highway. Approx. 75 miles, 1 hour 15 min. 

12:30-2:30
An interpretive guide will recount the history of the Ozarks’ timber industry and guide you thru exhibits of vintage logging equipment, a log cabin, and 1910 schoolhouse. Hike the half-mile loop trail through several forest types. The Education Center has displays on native plants and animals (some live!), free literature, and sales area.

Current River Float Trip

The Landing (Private Outfitter)

http://www.currentriverlanding.com/float_floatmap.html
From University Forest: Take KK Hwy east, T Hwy south, 60 west to Van Buren, The Landing is just past the bridge on south side of highway. Approx. 55 miles, 1 hour.

11:00-3:00
Float the Current River by tube, kayak, or raft. Park at The Landing and 

they will transport you to Raftyard. Float 4 miles back to The Landing. Trip only takes 2-3 hours, so take your time. Stop to swim or warm up in the sun. Float trip costs are the responsibility of the participant. Click here for prices. The Landing has agreed to take $2 off trips on Monday thru Thursday. Just mention you’re here for the Bat Blitz!

Rules and regulations: For everyone's safety and to help limit litter, glass containers and Styrofoam coolers are prohibited on the rivers, trails, in caves, and within 50 feet of rivers. Jumping from bluffs and swinging from ropes are dangerous and prohibited. Every year several people are injured and an average of one dies from these activities.

Mingo National Wildlife Refuge

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Mingo/
From University Forest: Take KK Hwy east, T Hwy north, turn right to stay on T, turn left to stay on T, 51 north, Refuge on west side of highway. Approx. 15 miles, 25 min.

10:30-1:30
Hike the Boardwalk Nature Trail with an interpretive guide and learn the history 

of the swamp. Observe native and endangered plants and wildlife. Mingo is a bird-watching hot spot. The Visitor Center has wildlife exhibits, geological and archaeological displays, audio-visual programs, free literature, and a sales area. The daily entrance fee ($3/vehicle) will be waived for Blitz participants, but donations can be made at the VC and would be greatly appreciated!

Old Greenville National Historic Site

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wappapello Lake

http://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Wappapello/trail-memory-lane.htm
From University Forest: Take KK Hwy west, W Hwy north, 172 west, 67 north, turn left into Greenville Recreation Area just past the bridge. Approx. 26 miles, 35 min. 

2:30-3:30
Take a guided walk down Memory Lane. The events and people of the town, and countless similar communities, shaped our nation’s history. A flood control project necessitated the relocation of Greenville in 1941. Interpretive plaques have been placed along the original sidewalks. 

The emerald ash borer was first found in Missouri in the Greenville Rec Area in July 2008. See infested trees and learn how to identify and limit the spread of these destructive non-native insects. The Corps will issue pass cards to allow free access to their recreation areas.

Wappapello Dam

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wappapello Lake

http://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Wappapello/
From University Forest: Take KK Hwy east, T Hwy north, Visitor Center on west side of highway before the dam. Approx. 3.5 miles, 5 min.

2:00-3:30
An interpretive guide will lead you thru the gatehouse and discuss management techniques and the diversity of wildlife found in and around the lake (including an active bald eagle nest and endangered Indiana and gray bats!).The Visitor Center has an exhibit area and free educational and interpretive materials.

OPTIONS

Trip 1A: Bus to Big Spring & Alley Mill (Tuesday)

Trip 1B: Bus to Big Spring & Twin Pines (Wednesday)

Trip 2: 10-person van to Current River Float Trip (both days)

Trip 3: 10-person van to Mingo NWR & Old Greenville (both days)

Trip 4: 10-person van to Mingo NWR & Wappapello Dam (both days)

Trip 5: On your own, see list of area attractions

