Ouachita Mountain Bat Blitz 2003

August 4-7, 2003

Participation Summary

General

A Bat Blitz is an intense, organized survey of bats within a specific area conducted on several consecutive evenings - in our case, three evenings.  Bats are captured using nets arranged over streams, ponds, roads or other features used as flyways by bats.  Once captured, bats are weighed, sexed, and other data are collected with bats released at the end of the evening’s activities.  On occasion bats are banded with tiny, color-coded and numbered bracelets to facilitate gathering information about migration and habitat use. 

The Ouachita Mountain Bat Blitz was organized by a committee of four Ouachita National Forest biologists and the Non-game Mammal Coordinator for the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.  The idea for a Blitz was presented to members of the Southeastern Bat Diversity Network at their annual meeting in February 2003 and placed on various “bat” websites and was also announced world-wide in Bat Research News.  Initially, over 45 individuals indicated they would participate with that number settling at 30 volunteers. Five additional Forest Service employees were involved in various aspects of the Blitz.  

The event was well planned with 40 potential survey locations determined in advance, mapped via GIS, and assigned to volunteer group leaders. Twenty-two sites were surveyed on portions of the forest not previously sampled. A tracking system to keep up with field crew locations each evening, issuance of hand-held radios, an extensive, general, pre-survey safety briefing, notification of Forest Service Law Enforcement, and review of the Blitz Job Hazard Analysis insured a “safety first” atmosphere. Participants were required to report for duty at 1700 hours and often worked until 0200 - 0300 the next morning. A Forest Service employee accounted for each crew as they returned.

Blitz headquarters was Camp Clearfork where lodging and meals were provided with free access to the swim site at Charlton Recreation Area. Each participant was provided a group photo and a t-shirt with an original design donated by an artist from the North Carolina Museum of Natural History.

The Blitz would have not been possible without the support of the District Rangers, Supervisor’s Office personnel, and the Regional Office Threatened and Endangered Species Specialist. The Blitz was funded by the Caddo, Jessieville-Winona, Mena-Oden and Womble Ranger Districts ($1000 per district - $4000 total) and the donation of Camp Clearfork by the Womble District (valued at $2310). Most participants donated travel expenses.
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Sponsors:

United States Forest Service, Ouachita N.F.

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

Southeastern Bat Diversity Network

Participating Organizations:




State:
Clemson University






South Carolina

FTN Associates (consulting firm)




Arkansas

Illinois Department of Natural Resources



Illinois

Kentucky Transportation Authority




Kentucky

Mississippi Museum of Natural Science



Mississippi

Museum of York County





South Carolina

North Carolina Museum of Natural History



North Carolina

Southern Illinois University





Illinois

Tennessee Technical University




Tennessee

Texas A&M University-Texarkana




Texas

University of Kansas Natural History Museum


Kansas

University of Tennessee-Knoxville




Tennessee

United State Army






North Carolina

United State Fish and Wildlife Service



Arkansas

Weyerhaeuser Company





Ark and Miss.

Organization summary:
6 universities





3 federal agencies





6 state agencies





2 private companies





1 conservation organization

State summary:

9 different states

Individual volunteers:
30
Volunteer Hours:

Travel hours from home station to the Blitz and return:
490

Field Hours during Blitz:




718

Kitchen Staff (includes shopping for


groceries, clean-up etc.)



100

Total donated hours:





1,308
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Dollar value of donations  (Note:  I figured these amounts using standard per diem rates $55/30 and $0.36 per mile. I also assigned each individual a GS rating based on what their responsibilities are in their current job and estimated what that would be if they were a Forest Service employee.  In the case of the USFWS employee, I just used his GS rating). No overtime or differentials were figured into these numbers.

Estimated value of travel (salary)


$10,220

Actual value of standard per diem:


$11,770

Actual value of mileage @ $0.36/mile

$ 5,746  (15,961 miles)

Estimated value of field time



$15,954

Estimated value of Kitchen Staff 


$  1,702

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission


Media meals and lodging


$ 1,500


Value of Collection Permits


$    250

TOTAL VALUE of DONATIONS:


$47,142

Dollar value of Forest Service expenses

Funds supplied by Districts



$ 4,000

Camp Clearfork rental fees lost due to


occupancy by Blitz



$  2,310

TOTAL VALUE TO ACCOMMODATE

BLITZ VOLUNTEERS



$  6,310

Cost/Benefit Ratio




1:7.47

Media Coverage (coordinated by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission)

7 – Television Stations (provide coverage in Arkansas, Oklahoma, Tennessee)

1 – State-wide newspaper (Arkansas Democrat-Gazette)

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission “Arkansas Outdoors” Newsletter

· Sent to 400 media outlets (all state newspapers, 50 radio stations, 10 television stations, a number of out-of-state newspapers.

· Sent to 10,000 individual subscribers.
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Presentations at Scientific Meetings:

General information presentations describing the Blitz and the scientific information collected are currently scheduled as follows:

· Annual Meeting of the Arkansas Academy of Science (state)

· Annual Meeting of the Oklahoma Academy of Science (state)

· Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Bat Diversity Network (regional)

· North American Symposium On Bat Research (international)

Biological Information:

We were able to sample bats at 22 sites on four Ranger Districts.  A total of 209 bats representing 5 species was captured. Blood, DNA, feces and hair samples were collected to aid in ongoing research projects at several universities.

Submitted by:

/s/ David A. Saugey

DAVID A. SAUGEY, MS

Wildlife Biologist

Project Coordinator, Forest Service

Committee Members:

Shawn Cochran, Mena Ranger District

Daniel A. Miller, Caddo Ranger District

David A. Saugey, Jessieville-Winona Ranger District

Clay Vanhorn, Womble Ranger District

D. Blake Sasse, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

